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Ivan A. Backer Scholarship

2013 Scholarship Recipients

From left to right: Eric Agrón, Maman Cooper, and Edinson P.  Vasquez

Eric Agrón
“The Ivan Baker Scholarship has been a great stepping stone in pursing my degree in  
Secondary Education at UConn and for that I will be forever grateful.” 

Maman Cooper
“Attending the University of Connecticut will strengthen my knowledge and lead me  
to become a truly remarkable leader.” 
Maman plans to attend UConn to pursue a career in Secondary Mathematics. 

Edinson P. Vasquez
“My family and I are grateful for this opportunity. With dedication and effort I can  
accomplish any goal that I put my mind into. I have goals to achieve in my life and one 
of them is to help my community in the future.” 
Edinson plans to attend UCONN to pursue a career in Engineering and Communications. 

Barbara Sneed 
Community and Education Scholarship  
Kendra Castillo
Kendra plans to continue her education at Capital Community  
College to pursue a career as a Radiologist. 

She will receive a scholarship donation of $2,000 from Kim Sneed,  
a Connecticut Children’s Medical Center employee.



SINA Student  
Support Scholarship

The SINA Student Support Scholarship program was established in 2012.  
The purpose of the program is to provide much needed financial support to  
students who are attending Capital Community College (CCC) and whose  
academic concentration is in areas related to the missions of SINA’s member 
institutions: Education or Health Care. One to four scholarships in the combined 
amount of $2,000 per year will be awarded annually on a full or part time basis to 
applicants who reside in the 06106 or 06114 zip codes and who have completed 
at least one semester of study.

Christina James
“This Scholarship is very important in assisting me  
in continuing my way up in reaching my future career 
goals, in Nursing, which I am excited and enthused  
in pursuing.”

Robert Soto
“If I were granted a scholarship I would not  only 
achieve my Radiology degree in a timely fashion,  
I would also purchase my text books and schools  
supplies at the CCC Book Store. That way, I would be 
giving back the funds to the school as a thank you.”

Carla C. Williams
“This scholarship will help me immensely. A portion 
of this scholarship will provide me assistance and the  
ability to purchase my books and the additional college  
expenses I’ll incur while continuing to support my 
household expenses and daycare for my children.”



Neighborhood Service Awards

The Neighborhood Service Awards recognize individuals in the community who 
have made outstanding contributions to Hartford neighborhoods. 

Lt. Robert Allan

Lt. Robert Allan is a rare and exceptional  
breed of policeman. Appointed to  
Commander of the Southeast District  
(Barry Square, South End, South Meadows)  
in 2009, he received a promotion two years  
later, which led to his transfer. Sometimes, 
when a community loses an officer who 
has endeared himself to the neighborhood, 
requests are made for his return. But after  
a couple of weeks, people move on, and  

everyone adjusts to a new situation. In Lt. Allan’s case the community wouldn’t 
give up, and three months later the department had no choice but to give the 
South End back its favorite cop.

“When I was promoted from sergeant to lieutenant, they asked me if I was ready 
for a serious challenge,” said Lt. Allan. “There had been some personnel issues  
and the connection to the community was just not there. I dove into the  
philosophy of community oriented policing, and I’ve been blessed to work with 
a fantastic team of officers. Half of them were born and raised in Hartford and 
Barry Square, and they all give one hundred and ten percent every day. It’s hard 
work, but I truly love my job.”



He went on to say that community oriented policing can’t be a label, a definition,  
or a paragraph from a mission statement. Instead, it should be a consistent  
attitude of openness to contact with residents. When done right, he says, police  
first gain the trust of community members, then get valuable and accurate  
information from them, follow up on those leads, and in return give the people 
honesty and respect.

“One of the things I found 
when I arrived was that  
everyone called their  
community service officer  

for everything – if their neighbor didn’t shovel his walk, if there was a pothole  
on their street, if a tree was down. We can’t operate efficiently when we’re  
screening those types of calls, so we had to educate the residents about directing 
their calls to the right place. When the calls we get relate to crime, then we can 
focus on our job, which is catching the bad guys.”

Lt. Allan said his formula for success is half good old-fashioned police work, 
half good solid information from the community, and a little luck sprinkled  
on top.

“We need the people to be our eyes and ears. A few good cops can’t be  
everywhere, but there are thousands of community residents who can pick up 
the phone when they see something happen. I always tell people that if their 
neighbor’s car gets broken into and they don’t call, tomorrow it will be their 
car,” he said.

In addition to community residents, Lt. Allan praised the cooperation of  
community groups like the Barry Square Neighborhood Revitalization Zone 
(also known as the Maple Avenue Revitalization Group), the South Meadows  

“My formula for success is, half good old-fashioned 
police work, half good solid information from the 
community, and a little luck sprinkled on top.” 
-  Lt. Robert Allan



Merchants Association, the Franklin Avenue Merchants Association, Friends of 
Goodwin Park, and the various Block Watches active in the zone.

Key to his efforts has been the Police Substation at 830 Maple Avenue.“It’s so 
important to have our officers right there on the corner,” said Allan. “There’s an 
overwhelming number of good people here in the community who just need a 
little bit of help – that’s what we’re here for.”

One of the leaders in the effort to bring back Lt. Allan when he was transferred 
was Hyacinth Yennie, Chairwoman of the Maple Avenue NRZ. “Lieutenant  
Allan is one of those special persons who has done so much for our community,” 
she said. “His dedication to his job and our community is truly outstanding.  
He’s there at every community meeting, he is so good at organizing his team, 
and he always responds to what we ask for. Sometimes he has to tell us we can’t 
have what we want, but we would rather have him be honest with us than give 
us a promise he can’t fulfill.”

Lt. Allan said there will be a Captain’s Exam soon. “I feel very torn, because 
I would love the challenge of becoming the South District Captain. But I also  
really love what I am doing now, and my mission is not complete yet.”



Leticia Cotto

Located at 744 Park Street, the Hartford  
Public Library’s Park Branch is a small  
building. “If you walk in here you might  
wonder how we have space to teach classes, 
tutor homework assignments and host art 
exhibitions,” said Branch Manager Leticia 
Cotto. “Instead of seeing problems I like to 
see opportunities. Yes our space is limited, 
but there is still so much we get done here.”

Letty, as her friends and patrons know her, has an interest in Spanish language 
literacy and information dissemination that precedes her tenure at the library.  
In 2004, with help from family members, she opened La Paloma Sabanera  
Coffeehouse & Bookstore at the corner of Capitol Avenue and Babcock Street.

“We were interested in starting up a small business that would specialize in 
Spanish language books and titles with Latino themes,” said Letty. “We felt that 
so many people in the City of Hartford were finding it more and more difficult to 
stay connected to their language and culture, and we wanted to provide a place 
where that could happen.”

Over a cup of coffee, her patrons read and discussed the books she carried. When 
the Branch Manager position opened up at the library in 2005, Letty saw it as an 
opportunity to expand on the concepts she had developed at the bookstore.

“I believe that a library is a place where people from all walks of life are  
welcome, a non-judgmental institution where knowledge is power, a place where 
anyone can walk through the door and feel like they are in their own home.  



If we do our job properly, we can help make a better world and a better society,” 
she said.

Eventually she sold the bookstore. Focused exclusively on her librarian  
role, Letty has found a myriad of ways to involve and serve the  
Frog Hollow community.

A long-popular computer literacy class held at the branch was cancelled last year 
because of a lack of funding. Unwilling to stand by and watch, Letty started to 
teach it herself. “People can go to the Downtown Branch and take the class in 
English, but there was nowhere else for people to go if they needed instruction 
in Spanish,” she said.

Many parents bring their kids to 
the Park Branch for help with their 
homework. Letty and her staff  
provide that help, and encourage  

the parents to use the time to become computer literate, rather than just  
sitting and waiting. She also provides literacy and English as a Second  
Language classes and knitting instruction.

“I see my role as extending far beyond collection management, as important 
as that is,” said Letty. “I am charged with assessing the information needs of 
the community and providing the books and computers needed to make that  
information available.”

Taking full advantage of the limited wall-space at the branch, Letty hosts regular  
art exhibits. She focuses on Latino artists and themes, including a recent  
photography show with work shot in Cuba, paintings from Puerto Rican artists, 
and an exhibit of Gigante Masks.

“Instead of seeing problems I like to see  
opportunities. Yes our space is limited, but 
there is still so much we get done here.” 
- Leticia Cotto



Outside the library, she coordinates the Affleck Street Community Garden.

Her previous experience includes working with teen mothers at Family Life 
Education, and managing the Higher Ground Summer Program at University 
of Hartford, where she helped high school graduates prepare for their freshman 
year of college. Born and raised in Hartford’s North End, Letty is a graduate of 
the Watkinson School and Southern Connecticut State University.

Her co-workers and community collaborators said Letty is tireless in her  
dedication to the Frog Hollow community. “She is so good at engaging so many 
families in the neighborhood,” said Chris Brown, Studio Arts Technician at  
Trinity College and a Board Member of the Frog Hollow Neighborhood  
Revitalization Zone. “They always get a flood of kids at the branch after school, 
and she has a great way of keeping them in line and engaging them at the  
same time.”

For her part, Letty says what she does to help the community comes naturally. 
“I love my job, and what motivates me is unlocking the potential of everybody 
who walks through the door. I wholeheartedly believe that libraries unleash  
that potential.”



Allan H. Reese, Sr.
A volunteer at the South End Wellness  
Senior Center, Allan Reese takes his  
community work seriously. He shows up  
every morning at 8:15, puts on the coffee,  
and gets the place ready for the first arrivals.  
He answers the phones, fills in for absent 
staff, and is “King of the Hill” on the pool 
table. But through it all, he makes sure not to 
take his volunteer work too seriously.

“I try to be a Jack of All Trades, a facilitator,” said Allan. “I guess you could say 
I never say no to a job that needs doing. But sometimes I see someone who looks 
out of sorts, like maybe they feel they are in the wrong place. I like to give them a 
joke and a smile, and I find that when people laugh, everything’s back to normal 
and everyone’s right where they’re supposed to be.”

A 20-year employee of the Connecticut Department of Corrections, Allan retired 
from his job as a parole officer in 2009.

“My wife is still working, and when she saw that I was going to be sitting around 
the house she told me that I needed to get involved with community service 
work,” said Allan. “The Senior Center opened up the same year I retired, and  
I was on board right from the beginning.”

Executive Director Maria Negron said Allan has become an integral part of the 
Center’s daily life. “Allan is the type of person who makes everyone feel like 
they’re part of the family,” she said. “He gets everyone participating, he gets  
everyone involved. He’s always laughing and making people laugh. He always 
has a joke to tell, and he’s always available for whatever needs to be done.”

Maria explained that many of those who attend the Center have little else to 
keep themselves occupied during the day. “Some of our members might not 
get to have a conversation with another person that day if they weren’t here,”  



she said. “People call in about getting services, and sometimes I visit them at 
home. I see them sitting there lonely and depressed. Those are the people that  
I tell to come and spend time here, where they can have connection and  
conversations with people like Allan.”

Allan also serves on the Center’s Advisory Board. “He’s like the Energizer  
Bunny – he keeps going and going and going. He’s a good example to all of the 
staff and the members,” said Maria.

Remembering the Center’s ribbon-cutting ceremony four years ago, Allan said 
it has been rewarding to be part of the important work that goes on there since 
the beginning. “Our differences aren’t important. We all have something in  
common, and it’s spelled A-G-E. I really enjoy my work here, whether it’s  
setting up for a dance or greeting a new member.”

Located in Barry Square at 830 
Maple Avenue, the Senior Center 
provides members with classes 
in ceramics and arts and  crafts,  
instruction in health and well-
ness, as well as fitness  classes 
and recreational activities such as 

pool and Bingo. Normal hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., but a new Zumba fitness class is being offered from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Tuesdays. Evening dances and special event dinners take place every month 
or so, such as a Mothers’ Day Dinner held each May. Trips are organized from 
time to time, including a recent one to Boston’s Quincy Market.

After many years of working hard in corrections, Allan said he tries to put the 
same zeal into his work at the Senior Center. “I always said a parole officer 
couldn’t do much unless that person wants to do it on their own. But whenever I 
found someone who wanted to change, I would go the distance to give them the 
support they needed. That’s why I volunteer at the center, because I really do like 
to help people. My reward is when I see a smile light up their face.”

“But whenever I found someone who wanted 
to change, I would go the distance to give 
them the support they needed. That’s why  
I volunteer at the center, because I really do 
like to help people. My reward is when I see 
a smile light up their face.” -  Allan Reese



Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Institutional Award

Each year SINA gives out an Institutional Award that recognizes and honors an employee  
from one of our three institutions. This individual goes beyond the call of duty and .  
contributes significantly to the betterment of the Hartford neighborhoods.

Luis Rivera

“My job is to educate parents and  
children about how to reduce and avoid  
injury,” said Luis Rivera, Program  
Coordinator at the Injury Free Hartford  
Prevention Center at Connecti-
cut  Children’s Medical Center. “I’m  
honored to be in this position and help 
out my community because I feel I’m 
helping to reduce some of the injuries  
and deaths that could otherwise occur.”

Luis fills his role at schools and community organizations throughout Hartford. 
He focuses on home, car, and bicycle safety.

“My goal when I present to a group of kids, whether we’re in a classroom or  
auditorium setting, is to make it fun and interactive,” said Luis. “I always feel 
that I have to make it captivating for them, because if I lose their attention I may 
lose an opportunity to protect them from something bad happening to them.”

Luis likes to use large comic and coloring books that present his safety message 
in ways that will be interesting and memorable to the students. By getting them 
to decorate the pages of the coloring books and respond to the questions he 



poses, he feels they become much more engaged. He is able to present in both 
English and Spanish.

The home safety part of his presentation focuses on fire prevention and response, 
and alerting kids to the dangers posed by intruders. With parents, he adds a  
section about “child-proofing” their homes. When it comes to cars, kids are 
taught how to safely cross streets and parents are told the importance of using 
car seats. Free car seats are provided for needy parents. Bicycle safety starts 
with the importance of wearing helmets, and continues with avoiding being hit 
by motorists. Free bike helmets are also available, along with fitting instruction.

With parents he includes a sect-
ion about properly disciplining  
children without spanking or in 
appropriate punishments. Water  
safety is addressed, with an  

emphasis on life jackets. Poison safety and proper use of the 9-1-1 system  
round out his presentations.

“Kids are really good at tuning out their parents and teachers. I think I have an 
opportunity to reach them with this information, even if I am saying things they 
have heard and ignored before,” said Luis.

Hired by Connecticut Children’s Medical Center four years ago, Luis was  
promoted to Program Coordinator in 2010. A Certified Child Passenger Safety 
Instructor, he also presents to fire departments, EMTs and police.

For Hartford school children, Luis doesn’t stop at safety. When it came to his 
attention that children at Maria Sanchez School were in need of winter coats,  

“I’m honored to be in this position and help 
out my community because I feel I’m helping 
to reduce some of the injuries and deaths that 
could otherwise occur.”  
- Luis Rivera



he reached out to Button-Up Connecticut. Later, when book bags were required, 
he coordinated donations from Capitol Region Education Council.

His previous work experience includes Mi Casa Family Service and Educational  
Center, where he worked as a Family Support Specialist for three years, and 
Jumoke Academy, where he was a paraprofessional teaching third graders.  
A Bulkeley High School graduate (class of 1997) he completed a Bachelor’s in 
Sociology from Eastern Connecticut State University in 2012.

A Lion’s Club member, Luis also volunteers at the Salvation Army Soup  
Kitchen. Each year he dresses up as Santa Claus to bring presents to kids at 
Community Renewal Team’s North End location. He also takes the opportunity 
to don a costume each Halloween to emphasize his message about safe Trick 
or Treating. He serves on SINA’s Recognition, Education, Achievement and  
Community Health Committee.

“Luis is a tremendous asset to Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and to the 
Hartford Community,” said Manager of Non-Medical Services Steve Balcanoff. 
“As a graduate of Bulkeley High School he has tremendous credibility in the 
community. He doesn’t like to bring attention to himself or be in the spotlight. 
He’s just so genuine and sincere, which is what makes him such an effective 
communicator of his very important message.”



2012   
Stephen Naing
Jamal Nixon
Marie Angely Rosa

 
2011   

Izet Krdzic
Koralys Maldonado
Annabell Moquette

 
2010   

Sefedin Begic
Saida Cooke
Ceilena Gurahoo

 
2009   

Racquel Bowen
Jose Colon
Dorota Panek
 

2008 
Evebonee Acosta
Brian Carvalho
Jonia Shtembari

 
2007

Danielle Cargill
Rashadda Gregory
Deaci-ann Wallen

 
2006   

Zulynette Morales
Shaneca Napier
Bryon Rodriguez
 

2005   
Ruben Castillo
Ashley Nieves
Anna Tuminska

 

2004
Laura Camacho
John Szpyt
Thu Thi Nguyen Xuan

 
2003

Nathalie Acevedo 
Karolina Ballester
Jasmin Gonzalez
 

2002
Irena Kaci
Chariunis Perez
Daisy Susaya

 
2001

Robin Duetsch
Khiem Dinh
Evelyn Medina
 

2000 
Jaclyn Lackner
Soide Rodriguez
Nicholas Trigila
 

1999   
Shawn Bachan
Andrew Moran
Lisa Tromba

 
1998   

Thu Suong Nguyen
Tara-Ivette Osorio
Illiana Rivera
Daniel Ruede
Gladys Santiago

 
1997   

Eddie Lawerence
Van Nguyen
James Reed
Rexana Rodriguez
Julio Roman

The SINA / Ivan A. Backer Scholarship were first awarded 
 in 1997 and to date over 52 students have been received  

for a total of over $142,375.

The program was established in honor of Ivan Backer, who served as president of SINA 
for nearly 20 years and who was one of the driving forces behind the revival of Hartford’s 
Southside neighborhood. The recipients are selected based on service to community, school 
and family, as well as for academic achievement. The scholarship consists of three awards 
of $4,000 ($1,000 per year for 4 years) to Bulkeley High School seniors continuing their  
education at an accredited 4-year postsecondary program.



Recognizing over 114  
neighborhood service recipients  

Since 1991

2012   Nilda Fernandez
Gary & Karen O’Maxfield
Rosa Plaza
Ana maria Reyes-Scott

2011   Carlos Espinosa
David O. McKinely
Lee Boulanger
Charlene Perez
Lt. Brian Foley

2010   Paul Kapustinski
Hartford Peacebuilders
Sylvia Garcia
Evelyn Figueroa

 
2009   Benjamin Cruse

Leticia Colon
Cornell Lewis
Noel Casiano
Alison Giuliano
 

2008   Elly Jacobson
Gloria Dieppa
Sally Vazquez
Doug Campbell

 
2007   Luis Valentin

John Nelson
Walter Kienia
Father Charles Jacobs
Robert Sampl

 
2006   Maxine Sullivan

Shannon Raider
Reynaldo Morales
Carlos Gonzalez
Eddie Lacey
 

2005   Richard deMey
Earl Costenoble
Ethel Austin
Chris Lyons
Charlie Morris

 

2004   Alan Carbonneau
Barbara Hennigues
Aura Alvarado
David Corrigan

 
2003   Maria Negron

Helen & Walter Krepcio
Judy & Tom Lyona
Maulyn Rossetti

 
2002   David Botero

Laure Web
Yolanda Rivera
Edgar Reyes
Hector Robles
Nilda Santana

 
2001   Descatour Potier

Caleb Cutler
Robert O’Conner
Bruce Johnston
Joyce Boysco
Gerry Murasso
Lew Espyo
 

2000   Sister Maris Stella Hickey
Michael Lawton
Maria Capeles
Yvelte Gonzalez
Joe Barber
Hector Hernandez
 

1998   April Goff Brown
Edith Lacey
Garry Lapidus
John Tornature
Hycacinth Yennie
 

1997   Kim McClain
Liberty Ortiz
Francesca Reale
Jame R. Reed Jr.
Robin Standifer
Margaret Stewart
 

1996   Jackie Fongemie
Bruce Johnston
Aida Morales

          Yolanda Rivera
Maxine Steward
Tara Lawson Gill
 

1995   David Martinez
Rina Reyes
Janis Mitchell
Susan Santilli
Ann MacGillis
 

1994   Rosa Morales
Marc Rubera
Julio Concepcion
Diane Zannoni
Nancy Galarza
Ron Cretaro
Bernadine Silvers

 
1993   Carol Blanks-Lawson

Barry D’Onofiro
Emmie Galarza
Dulcie Galarza
Silas Shannon
Mollie Shelton
BR. Marcus Turcotte

 
1992   Ann Baker

Rev. Lyle J. Beckman
Bethy Berrios
Kenneth Eltherich Jr.
Lydia Rolan
Patrick H. Tallman
Gloria Williams

 
1991   Fr. James Aherene

John Bonelli
Gladys Capo
Barbara Jean Easly
Imelda Morneauly
Boy Scout Troop 105



REACH Committee

Steve Balcanoff* 
Co - Chairperson

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Jason Rojas*
Co-Chairperson
Trinity College

Joe Barber
Trinity College

Charlene Perez
The Village for Families and Children @ A.E. Burr School

Luis A. Rivera
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Shakia Woods
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Ivette Quirós
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance

Linda Valentín
Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance

*SINA Board Member 



SINA Members

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

Martin J. Gavin                  Jane Baird*
President & CEO      Steve  Balcanoff

Theresa Hendricksen
              
       

Hartford Hospital

Jeffrey Flaks  Peter Beller
President  & CEO  Yvette Meléndez*

Bimal Patel
              
       

Trinity College

Dr. James F. Jones, Jr.  Dr. Xianming Chen
President   Paul Mutone*

Jason Rojas
              
       

SINA Staff

Melvyn Colón  Keith Hedman
Executive Director  Dean Iaiennaro

Ivette Quirós 
Linda I. Valentín

        

*Executive Committee Member



207 Washington Street, Hartford, CT 06106 

Phone: (860) 493-1618 * Fax: (860) 520-1359

www.sinainc.org

REACH is sponsored by  
SINA and its member institutions.  

REACH Committee mission is to develop, support and recognize  
individuals who positively contribute to the growth of the  

Hartford Community. 


